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“PILOT"
ACT ONFE
FADE IN:
EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - DAY (b-1) 1

BEN LITTON, 30, stands looking UP at camera. He's got an
overstuffed backpack on and isg holding a duffle.

BEN
But why? I don’t understand! Is it
something I did?
INTERCUT WITH:
EXT. DIFFERENT APARTMENT BUILDING - DAY (D-1) 2

Looking UP at APRIL ‘RUSH, 30, in her apartment window, taiklng
to someone below.

. APRIL
It’s just nolt going to work out.
INTERCUT:
BEN ZA
But we were together four years. We
had fun. We had great times.
INTERCUT:
APRIL 2B
To be honest, I don't remember much
of it.
INTERCUT:
BEN . 2C
Just give me a reason. Is it because
I'm not emotional? Is that 1t?
Because I cried at the end of *“Lord
of the Rings,” remember? At Minas
Tirith, when Aragorn walks up to
Frode and they bow and he says, "My
friends, you bow to no one.” I cried
for weeks!
INTERCUT:
APRIL 2b

It’'s not that. This was just a _
fling. Besides, I have a boyfriend.
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REVEAL April is talking to a GUY on the walkway below.

GuUyY
You what?!

APRIL
Well, not a boyfriend-boyfriend.
We've only been going out a month.
Mark, I think his name is. Something
with a ‘kkh'.

REVEAL Ben 1s talking to YUMI WAGASHI. Japanese. Hot.

BEN
T just... I don't get it, Yumi.

YUMIT
Tt doesn’'t matter anymore, Ben. I'm
going out with Luke now.

BEN
Iuke. The fact he even has that
. name. The vioclation. Not just to
me, to the whole Alliance. '

2‘

LUKE MEPS, 30, joins Yumi in the window. He’s naked, and

eating pistachio nuts.

YUMI
You can leave your stuff here until
you find a new place. Good bye, Ben.

LUKRE
Hey, hope it's cool. I'm going to
finish your pomegranate juice.

Yumi and Luke exit into the apartment.

BEN
Drink up, my friend. Life is a river
of pomegranates!
{to himself, cocky)
Yeah. I feel good about that.

Ben grabs his duffel and walks off, head held high.
EXT. SAN FRANCISCO - VARIOUS SHOTS -~ ESTABLISHING (D-2)

INSERT: C.U. COMICS PANEL (D-X)

3

4

An icy hot Yumi has a helpless Ben in her grips. In a BLINK,

the animation COMES ALIVE and Yumi crushes his throat.
We're -

REVEAL

% X % %

%
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INT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY (D-2)

Ben sits in a booth, drawing, his laptop open. April ENTERS
with a small bag and sits at a nearby table. After a beatb:

APRIL
Searching for porn?
BEN
What?
APRIL

You just seem very focused.

BEN
I'm looking for an apartment.

APRIL
Oh, veah? Me, too. Although, I'm
using a slightly different strategy.
It's less about actually going out
into the world and actively looking,

- and more about waiting for something

to magically appear before me. It's
like The Secret.

BEN
Well, good luck with that.

April takes a creme puff out of the bag and eats.
Ben senses an opening, and jumps in.

BEN {(CONT'D)
Actually, I broke up with my
girlfriend. Yeah. Well, not ‘broke
up with’ so much as ’‘got dumped by.’
Some might say ‘was cheated on by’
while others may opt for ‘got my
heart liguified by.‘ I personally
like ‘discovered a Borg infestation
of and therefore ran from’.

APRIL
I vote for that one as well.

BEN
I thank vyou for your support.’
{laughs a bit, then)
So why're you looking? aAnd I love
these, by the way. You're creme
puff. I'm totally addicted.

LI B - - *
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APRIL
No, I'm addicted. And I'm not just
casually throwing that word around.
I really mean it. Addicted.

BEN
I have gone to my mother's house,
removed her kidney while she was
awake, and gold it for creme puffs.

APRIL
I have purchased that kidney, cut it
with a lesser quality kidney, and
sold both to buy creme puffs.

BEN
I've had four today.

APRIL
{"defeated”)
Argl! Curses!

BEN
So, the apartment...?

APRIL
Yeah, T've been in this situation
for, like, three years with these
four friends. Well, “friends.” 'Two
are friends, the other twe are
friends of friends. Although would I
call Mitchy a friend? He’s more of a
friend than Evan... None of them are
friends friends. I haven’'t seen the
tall guy since the fire. Well, not
like “Fire! Get the cati” More like--

BEN
Skip to the end.

APRITL,
I just need to get my life going.

BEN
Yeah, I kind of need to do that, too.

MUSIC -UP: “BEST FRIEND” by The English Beat.

FOR THE FOLLOWING SEQUENCE CAMERA IS5 LOCKED OFF.

April is at a booth at her computer.
Can I join you?

INT. COFFEE SHOP - ANOTHER DAY (D-3)

4‘

Ben ENTERS, gestures:
She invites him, they sit, start talking.

* * % % L I 2
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INT. COFFEE SHOP -~ LATER (D-3) 7

They’'re playing table hockey. She scores! They immediately
begin a thumb war.

INT. COFFEE SHOP - ANOTHER DAY (D-4) 8

Ben is preparing to pop in April’s dislocated shoulder. She’s
nervous. One, two, three! He pushes her shoulder hard
against the booth. 8he moves it arcund. Much better!

INT. COFFEE SHOP - LATER (D-4) 9

April‘’s circling ads. Ben’s sitting, bored, eating a creme
puff, wearing a ridiculous creature costume (holding the head).

INT. COFFEE SHOP - ANQTHER DAY ({D-53} 10

Ben’s showing April his ray gun. She accidentally fires. A
RAY BLASTS OUT, Ben disappears. April fumbles with it.
Another BLAST. Ben reappears. Angry, he takes it from her.

INT. COFFEE SHOP - ANOTHER DAY ({D-6) 11
Ben’s alone, drawing. April ENTERS.

APRIL
Hey!

Ben locks up. So does the CREATURE he's drawing. April sits.

APRIL (CONT'D)
I just found the most amazing place.
Look.

She puts a classified page in front of him.
BEN
(reading)

*Do you have unwanted hair in
difficult places?”

APRIL
Below that.

BEN
“Two bedroom, one bath in grand
Victorian. Great views, lots of
light...” And cheap.

APRIL
Super cheap.

*
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BEN
Wait. It says "Married couples only.
No singles.”

APRIL
So what? I'11 just tell them I am
married.

BEN
To who? Who're you going to find to
be your husband? In the next day?
And who needs a place to live? And
is f£lat broke?

puh., Ben lights up at the thought.

OMITTED

BEN (CONT'D)

I'm int
APRITL

Yeg!

. BEN

It's just pretend, though, right?
APRIL

Duh.
BEN

I'm inl

C.U, SEARS PORTRAIT OF APRIL & FAMILY (D-FB)

ZOOM in on sach member:

_ BEN (V.0.)
April June Rush. Born March 12, 1977
Madison, Wisconsin. Mother Lydia,

father Declan, one older sister, one
younger sister, one brother, one dog.

APRIL (V.0.)
Wait., Can I change that?

BEN (V.0.)
We'‘re pretending. You can do
anything you want.

APRIL ({V.0.)
Good. Then let’s swap the younger
sister for an adopted Korean boy.

PRE-PINK DRAFY
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The younger sister is replaced with a Korean boy.

APRIL (V.0.)} {(CONT'D)
And my Dad was kind of a drag. Let’'s
make him cool. Let’s make him Lil°’
Jon.

Boring DAD is replaced by Lil’ Jon. Loveless MOM is thrilled!

BEN (V.0.)
Adopted Korean. Lil’ Jon. Got it.

C.U. A BOCKSTQRE DISPLAY (D-X) 13A

CLOSE ON a book “I AM YOU” by April Rush. PAN to the portrait
of a proud April. Flashbulbs POP,

BEN (V.0.)
Your dream is to one day write a
novel that gives voice to a
generation, but in the meantime, you
write short pileces of investigative
journalism for various magazines.

PULL BACK off the same photo to REVEAL it is in an article in
a magazine: “Hot Spring Accessories by April Rush.” Pictures
of chihuahuas with rhinestone ceollars. WIDEN as someone
closes the magazine: “TINY DOG WEERLY”. We are -~-

INT. BOUTIQUE CLOTHING SHOP (D-7) | 14

as VIVIENNE DE LA PENA, 28, looks at dresses. She’'s dressed
sexy and expensively, carrying an upscale bag.

BEN (V.0.)
Your best friend igs Vivienne De La
Pefia, who, in spite of achieving go
much at such a young agde, remains
incredibly grounded and comfortable
with her success.

Vivienne looks around, then quickly stuffe a scarf lnto her
bag. The thrill, for her, is just like sex.

EXT. STREET - BEN & APRIL ON STREET (D-7) 15

BEN
You sort of play the flute, you can
held your breath for a minute, and
once when you were in L.A., you got
rear-ended by Corbin Bernsen.

¥ % % K
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APRIL
No one knows who that is. Let's say
it was Harrison Ford.

BEN
And he gent vou flowers.

APRIL
And then called, like, every day for
a week.

BEN

Until I had to teach him a lesson.

APRIL
About irregular Spanish verbs.

BEN
Si. But you handled it all with your
usual grace and charm.

APRIT,
- Aw, thanks.

BEN
I wouldn't say it if I didn't have to
make it up. Okay. Now do me.

CLOSE ON A TINY TOY FIGURINE OF A CEILD (D-FB2) 18

APRIL (V.0.)
Benjamin Clay Litton. Born October
18, 1977 Pikesville, Maryland. An
only child.

A child’'s hand ENTERS FRAME and moves the child over to a toy
figure of a man and a woman.

APRIL (V.0.) (CONT'D)
Fathey William, mother Renata,
divorced when you were six...
The hands make the man and woman “fight.” REVEAL we're--
INT. LITTLE BEN’'S ROOM

LITTLE BEN is playing in front of an elaborate city he has
constructed. Lego, blocks, shoeboxes, anything.
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APRIL (V.0.)
...which sent you retreating into the
safety of your own isolation, where
your imagination tock you to new,
exciting worlds of fantasy and
science fiction.

Little Ben puts the figures down and starts flapping his arms,
*f£lyving” over his city like a glant eagle. Weird kid.

BEN (V.0.)
I don't want them to think I'm weird.
Can I at least have a friend? Or a
pet?

APRIL (V.0.)
You can have both. Jojo. Half-~
friend, half-pet. 2and he loved you
dearly.

A FREAKISH MAN with goat-like features joing Little Ben. The
boy freaks. The friend/pet tries to eat his shirt.

INT. BILL'S BEDROOM (D-7} l16A

BILL KEMPERTON sits with his back to us, i1illuminated only by
the glow of his computer screen, doing something secretive.

APRIL (V.0.)
Your best friend today, though is
Bill Xemperton, who you've known
since you were 12. Bill's involved
in various elite but secretive
organizations, whose mission remains
unknown but involves a lot of
barbecue potato chips.

REVEAL he's talking into a headset, plaving a video game. A
bowl of bbg c¢hips nearby.

BILL
Roger that, Alpha Leader. Go, go.
Fire. Fire. Firel

EXT. STREET - DAY (D-8) 17

Ben is in the ridiculous creature costume, jumping around,
gpinning a giant sign: Tastybonz.com. He keeps dropping it,

APRIL (V.0.)
You work sort of full-time at an
underground culture website called
tastybonz with a 'z’ dot com.

*

*
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- C.U. BEN’S COMICS (D-X)

We FLIP through his B/W CARTOONS. Very cool.

APRIL (V.0.) {CONT'D)
But your real dream is to be a comic
book artist. This is your number one
passion, and what you feel everything
you've done in your life so far is

driving vou towards.
ON BEN & APRIL

"BEN
That's actually very true.

APRIL
I know.
(then, back on track)

What else...? Oh, yeah. You wear

toe gsocks to bed, you fart in the
tub#.’

OMITTED (Du?)

MOVED TO SCENE 16A

INT. BEN'S OLD APARTMENT BEDROOM {D-9)

Ben wears toe socks.

INT. BEN'S OLD APARTMENT BATHROOM (D-9)
Ben férts in the tub.

OMITTED (D-10, D-11)

EXT. STREET ~ ON BEN & APRIL (D-7)

Sitting in froét of a vista of the Bahamas,

APRIL
...and once when you were making

chili, vou scratched yourself with a
handful of cayenne and had to soak
vour junk in chamomile tea for two
weeks.

BEN
And that’s why you married me.

APRIIL, .
And why I stopped drinking chamomile
tea. Smile!l

10.

17A

18
18
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20
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April takes a picture. They EXIT, revealing they've been
sitting in front of a tourist poster of the Bahamas.

EXT. 815 BANSO DRIVE - LATER THAT DAY (D-7) 21
They open the gate and walk up the path.

APRIL / BEN
...Two years, seven months, three
weeks, eleven days. Two years, seven
months, three weeks, eleven days.

EXT. 815 HANSO DRIVE - FRONT DOOR - CONTINUOUS (D-7) 22
They get to the front door and ring the bell.

BEN
Thanks again for doing this. I was
positive I’'d never find anyone cool
to live with.

APRIL
. Oh, hey. Me, too. Bilig time.

BEN
Shall we, Mrs. Litton?

APRIL
Ready when you are, Mr. Rush.

BEN / APRIL
We can talk aboul the names later.

Ben rings the bell. They guickly throw arms around each other
ag the door opens. MARSHA MAINE, 52, Too many hard vears.

MARSHA
Hello., I’'m Marsha. You must be Tim
and Daisy.

BEN
No. Ben and April.

INT. BEN & APRIL’S APARTMENT - MOMENTS LATER (D-7) 23
Marsha leads Ben & April through the small, empty apariment.

MARSHA
Yeah, I‘ve had nothing but weirdos
living under my roof for nine years.
Tramps, whores, kKitchen, perverts.
Not that I‘m judging. To each his
own, I say. Master bedroom. But
every one of them was single.

(MORE )

E I I *
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MARSHA (CONT'D)

PRE-PINK DRAFT 12,

And with me on my own, it doesn’t
give my daughter a very sun-shiny
picture of married life. Guest
bedroom. That's why I want a married
couple. Show the girl what it gould

be like.

APRIYL,
Ben farts in the tub.

MARSHA
What?

BEN
{covering)

Is there a washer-dryer hook-up?

MARSHA

No. Laundromat’s down the street.

APRIL
What’'s in here?

April opéns the closet doors.

BEN / APRIL
Auvuughl!

THEIR POV - INSIDE THE CLOSET (b-T7)

24

A MAN, 50‘s, is crouched in the corner, wearing boxers and a
sleeveless tee. A crusty hot pot, hash marks on the wall.

MAN
Gilbert?

MARSHA

He's gone. He moved out last week.

The man jumps up and RACES OUT. . Slam!

MARSHA (CONT’D)

Like I say: nothing but weirdos.

OMITTED (D-7) 25
OMITTED (D-8) 26
OMITTED (D-8) | 27
INT. BEN & APRIL’S LIVING ROOM - BACK TO SCENE (D-7) 278

Ben and April sit opposite Marsha.
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MARSHA
So, how long have you been married?

BEN / APRIL
Two years, seven months, three weeks,
eleven days.

MARSHA
Work?

BEN / APRIL
Graphic novelist. / Journalist.

MAREBHA
No wedding rings?

BEN
Wedding rings!

APRIL
Oh my gosh! Totally forgot!

They pull rings from their pockets. She puis one on his
finger. He tries to put one on her’s, but it won't fit.

BEN
Her finger's a little... Honey, have
you been at that salt lick again?

He looks to April: What do we do?

APRIL
Just do it.
April takes a breath -- then Ben puts her finger in hie mouth

to wet it down. The ring slides on easily. They're grossed
out, but continue to smile. Marsha sizes them up. Finally:

MARSHA
You can move in whenever you like.

APRIL
You don’t want to see our honeymoon
photo? We went to the Bahamas.

She starts to show the Polaroid, but Ben takes it from her,
pulling her into a silencing/affection embrace.

MARSHA
I hope you'll be very happy here.

BEN / APRIL
Yes! / Alright!
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They go to hi-five, then for Marsha, try a kiss. Awkward.
o 28 EXT. BEN’S OLD APARTMHENT - NEXT DAY (D-12) 28
Ben carries a box to Bill, at the back of his shitty van.

BEN
{(re: bhox)
Here’'s the last one. And be careful
with that, okay? My model of the
Nebuchadnezzer’'s in there.

BILL
Is the EMP fully charged?
BEN
Yeah, that’'s why I said “Be careful.”

(then)
I'm just going to say goodbye to
Yumi, then we’re good to go.

Ben turns to walk off -~ when a skateboard ROLLS up to hls
feet. Yumi ENTERS.

BEN {(CONT'D)
Yumi .

YUMI
S0 send me your address when you find
a place. TI’11 forward your mail.

BEN
I got a place. We're moving in now.

YUMT
Who's ‘we’'? You and Bill?

BILL
Hi. I'm right here.

BEN
Me and April. This girl I met.

YUMI
We just broke up and you re moving in
with some girl?

BEN
- (recognizing the power shift)
Yes, Yumi. Correct. And you have no
right te be upset. I'm moving my
life forward. I'm living for me now.
And if you can’'t handle that, well,
toooo bad.

% %
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YUMI
Do you love her?

BEN
Do I~~?

YUMI
Do you love her?

: BEN
(crumbling)

No. Of course not. I'm in love with

you. Until the day I die, you’'ll

always be the only woman for me.

Smugly satisfied, Yumi smiles and EXITS,

BILL
I think you handled that fine.

Ben crosses off. Bill places the box in the van, then SLAMS
the door hard. There's a FLASH of BLUE SPINDLY ELECTRICITY
inside. The van’s engine dies.

INT. APRIL’S OLD APARTMENT (D-12) 29
April’s helding an over-stuffed duffel and an alarm clock.
APRIY,
Well, guess this is it. I hope you

guys know how much your friendship
has meant to me.

SHOTS of her FLAT MATES, sprawled out everywhere, baked.
APRIL (CONT'D)

You taught me to fly. But now, it’'s

time for this bird to socar. Be well.
She exits, quietly grabbing the 27-inch tv off the stand.
OMITTED 30
MUSIC UP: “WELCOME TO JAMROCK” by Damian Marley.
INT. BEN & APRIL'S LIVING ROOM - LATER THAT DAY ({D-12) 31
CAMERA LOCK-OFF from up high., April and Ben in fime lapse set
up their new pad. April sets a chia dude figurine in the
FOREGROUND. During the seqguence, its halr grows out: a wild

fro, a bushy crotch, pit hair. Bill POPS IN to help move
furniture. Finally, it’s finished. MUSIC OUT.

* %
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INT. BEN & APRIL'S LIVING RCOM - CONTINUOUS (D-12)
Ben says goodbye to Bill at the door.

BILL
Alright, then, my friend. You have
the com. And I have an appointment.

BEN
with your gynocologist?

A challenge. In faux slo-mo, Bill pulls a “gun” and fires.

Ben evades the oncoming “bullet”, Matrix-style. They abruptly

stop, almost embarrassed, the second April ENTERS.

APRIL
Man, I hate moving. And I'm going on
the record with that.

She flops onto the couch., Bill’s at a total loss.

BILL
So, I'1ll see you around,

BEN
Right.

Bill EXITS.
INT. BEN & APRYL'S APARTMENT - LATER
On the couch, having beers. He’s showing her his art work.

BEN
That’s Jeseph there. He's the main
guy. The whole story’s really about
him. Dr. Mythe stole him from his
parents when he was a baby so he
could conduct these experiments on
him. -

APRIL
That’'s why he’s got a giant head.

BEN
It’'s not just a giant head. His
DNA's been completely altered. See,
Mythe inijected a secret formula of
dehexa-5-drychromilatum into him over
the vears. But it remained dormant
until Jeseph turned 10, then, when he
realized he had these incredible
powers, he escaped from Mythe to find
his real parents.

{MORE}

*
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BEN (CONT'D)
Now Mythe is on a never-ending guest
to track Jeseph down because he needs
the dehexa-5-drychomilatum and only
Jeseph contains the pure serum.

APRITL
Why doesn’'t the doctor just make
more?

BEN
What?

APRIL

Yeah. Whip up another batch of the
hydrox-5 hope-a dope-a.

BEN
He can‘t just... It's not... You
know what? I don’t think you're
getting it.

APRITL,

No, I get it. T just think vou need
to make it a little clearer. It’s
confusing. I do know a little
something about writing.

BEN
Yeah, a little something about little
doys.

APRIL
At least they have the right size
head.

Camera pulls back. A chilly wind blows.

END _ACT ONE

17.

And suddenly all of Ben’s work is rendered meaningless.

FADE OUT.

¥ ok ok ok
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ACT TWO
e FADE IN:
33 INT. BEN & APRIL’S APARTMENT - MOMENTS LATER ({D-12) 33

April is in the kitchen making a list. Ben ENTERS with a bag
of trash. He gees her and stops. They look at each other.

BEN
{(defensive)
I'm taking out the trash.

APRIL
{equally defensive)
I'm making a list.

He EXTTS.
APRIL (CONT'D)
Okayv. Things To Do. Number one,

find a roommate. Check. Number two.

She thinks. She has no number two. She rips it off and puts
it on the refrigerator door. sShe is surprised to SEE --

ANGLE ON BEN‘S T0 DO LIST

Also on the fridge deor. He’s written and crossed off a dozen
items. Only one is NOT crossed off: "Find new roommate.”

Bummer. She HEARS a shriek from Ben’s room.
34 INT., BEN'S BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS ({D-12) 34
April ENTERS and finds the source: Ben’s laptop screen saver.

COMPUTER VOICE (0.S.)
The time is two o'clock. Ahhh!

She pokes through Ben’s stuff. Fun toys and collectibles,
She finds a plain gold ring and picks it up.

VOICE (V.0.)
[Menacing whispers in Elvish]}

She grows woozy from its dark power, and puts it down.
ANGLE ON BEN'S ART WORK

Freaky renderings of Ben with Yumi, who is in various stages
of death and dismemberment. Cartoony graphic.
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April is freaked out. She turns, KNOCKING OVER a shoebox.
The contents SPILL OUT: PHOTOS of Ben & Yumi. And a police
baton.

PUSH IN ON APRIL...

INT, LIMBO {N-13) 35
Ben is swinging the baton at an unseen body below like Anthony
Hopkins in SILENCE. His shirt has splatters of blood. He’s
exhilarated!

INT. BEN’S BEDROOM - BACK TO SCENE (D-12) 36

Now April is really freaked out. She backs away -- into an
cutstretched creepy hand. It GRABS her! They go DOWN.

INT. BASEMENT (D-12) 37
Ben comes down the stailrs carrying a trash bag, whistling. He
dumps the bag in the trash can, then turns to go. A guy in
shorts and a ratty bathrobe is standing there, covered in
gstreaks of BLOOD. This is CRISTIAN.

BEN
Ahh!

INT. BEN’S BEDROOM (D-12) _ 38
April and The Creature do battle on the floor.
APRIL
Is this all you've got, beast?
C'mon! Show me the meaning of evil!

A hand comes into frame and grabs her. She turns. It’s Ben.

APRIL, (CONT'D)
Ahht

He pulls the thing off of her.

BEN _
What are you doing?

APRTL,
Nothing. I was... There was this

bird, flew right in. Huge.
Cristian APPEARS behind Ben.

APRIL (CONT‘D)
Ahh!




